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TOMBSTONE RESTORATION PROJECT

Lambrecht Cemetery
Pierce County, Nebraska

In September and October of 1858, John E. McMullan, a surveyor in the employ of
the United States, conducted a survey of the subdivision lines of Township 26 
North, Range 4 West of the Sixth Principal Meridian in the Territory of Nebraska as
part of his survey of Pierce County. From the Field Notes of his survey, we know 
that the surveyor “drove charred stake and set post in mound as per instrucࢢons 
for corners of secࢢons …” and “drove charred stake and set post in mound as per 
instrucࢢons for quarter secࢢon corners” on each of the 36 secࢢons of land in the 
aforenoted township surveying the township from the southeast corner of the 
township to the northwest corner of the township.  

At the end of the surveyor’s survey of the aforenoted Township 26 North and 
Range 4, the surveyor gave his “General Descripࢢon” of Township 26 North, Range
4 as follows: 

“The quality of the land in this Township is of a very poor kind, consisࢢng 
mostly of sand ridges.  There is no ࢢmber and but very li� le water in the 
Township.  It is unfit for culࢢvaࢢon or se� lement.”  

The quality of the soil in the acre of ground 
in Township 26 North and Range 4 upon 
which sits the Lambrecht Cemetery has not 
improved with the passage of ࢢme.  It is 
considered “light” soil.  That means it is 
composed of a relaࢢvely large concentraࢢon
of sand versus clay.  Consequently, any 
heavy object placed upon it, without proper 
fooࢢngs, will eventually sink into the 
ground.  Unfortunately, the sinking is not 
uniform causing the object to ࢢlt or lean as 
it is slowly sinking.  Most of the tombstones 
that were placed on gravesites in the 
Lambrecht Cemetery, by 2020, were ࢢtled 
and leaning.  Past a� empts at straightening 
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them had been made and were mostly, in the long term, unsuccessful.  The 
minutes of the annual meeࢢng of the members of the Lambrecht Cemetery 
Associaࢢon in 1999 reflect that the issue of broken tombstones was discussed and
at the annual meeࢢng in 2004, leaning tombstones were again discussed and the 
decision made that the families of the person buried whose tombstone is leaning 
should be responsible for its repair. Evidently, that approach did not work.  The 
2013 and 2014 minutes indicate that there was again discussion regarding the 
repair and straightening of tombstones.  A cost esࢢmate had been obtained but 
the cost for the Lambrecht Cemetery Associaࢢon to undertake this task was 
determined not to be financially feasible.  In 2016, the members present at the 
annual meeࢢng knew that leaning tombstones was an issue negaࢢvely reflecࢢng 
on the overall appearance of the Lambrecht Cemetery. However, there was no 
easy answer to the problem. 

Finally, during the winter season of 2021, the offi cers of the Lambrecht Cemetery 
Associaࢢon, recognizing the overall general appearance of the Lambrecht 
Cemetery needed to be improved, the first step in that process being the 
restoraࢢon of leaning and ࢢlࢢng tombstones and the cleaning of any tombstone 
which had weathered over ࢢme, agreed that acࢢon needed to be undertaken to 
resolve these issues.

Prior to 2021, through a� endance at several seminars, one of the Lambrecht 
Cemetery Associaࢢon members 
had become aware of Dennis Allen
and Cris Nagle of Des Moines, 
Iowa.  Their passion was 
tombstone restoraࢢon and 
cleaning.  They were asked to visit 
the Lambrecht Cemetery which 
they graciously did in May of 2018.
They demonstrated to the 
Lambrecht Cemetery Associaࢢon 
offi cers and members present the 
techniques that they had 
developed in restoring and cleaning of tombstones.  Their visit and their 
discussions planted the seeds for the eventual tombstone restoraࢢon project to 
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be undertaken by the members of the Lambrecht Cemetery Associaࢢon.  If only 
Dennis and Cris lived closer to the Lambrecht Cemetery.

The seeds had been planted.  Would 
they germinate?   Fortunately for this 

project, there appeared in the May 
23, 2020 issue of the Norfolk Daily News

newspaper an arࢢcle telling the 
story of Jerry Nordeen of Norfolk, 
Nebraska and his company called 
Monument Soluࢢons.  The purpose 

of Mr. Nordeen and his company was 
to raise, re-level, and repair cemetery 

monuments.  These were the 
services needed by the Lambrecht 
Cemetery and the person and 
company to do it were within a 
drivable distance of the Lambrecht 
Cemetery.  

Contact with Mr. Nordeen was made by a member of the Lambrecht Cemetery 
Associaࢢon reference its retenࢢon of his and his company’s services to reset and 
clean up tombstones in the Lambrecht Cemetery.   Mr. Nordeen, a[er a cursory 
inspecࢢon of the Lambrecht 
Cemetery, agreed to add the 
Lambrecht Cemetery to his 
company’s project list.  
However, he would not be 
able to perform any work 
unࢢl 2021 or a[er.  But 
before actually engaging Mr. 
Nordeen, the Lambrecht 
Cemetery Associaࢢon needed
to develop its course of 
acࢢon.
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That course of acࢢon evolved into the need for Mr. Nordeen to compile an 
inventory of all tombstones in the Lambrecht Cemetery that were in need of 
repair, reseࢰ ng, and cleaning.  Once the inventory was completed, then Mr. 
Nordeen would esࢢmate the costs to repair, reset, and clean those tombstones 
which cost esࢢmate would be given to the offi cers of the Lambrecht Cemetery 
Associaࢢon.  Those costs would need to be covered by a fund-raising campaign by 
the Lambrecht Cemetery Associaࢢon.  

On April 30, 2021, Mr. Nordeen commenced his inventory of the tombstones in 
the Lambrecht Cemetery in need of his services.  Based upon that inventory, Mr. 
Nordeen esࢢmated the costs of his services for each tombstone in need of 
restoraࢢon, which totaled at least 77 tombstones.  That cost esࢢmate was 
approximately $11,000.00.  Now the offi cers of the Lambrecht Cemetery 
Associaࢢon knew the scope of this project and its esࢢmated costs.  Unfortunately, 
the monetary assets of the Lambrecht Cemetery Associaࢢon would not cover 
these esࢢmated costs.  The fund-raising campaign of the Lambrecht Cemetery 
Associaࢢon needed to kick off.

This fund-raising campaign would consist of le� ers wri� en and sent in July of 2021
to the members of the Lambrecht Cemetery Associaࢢon.  Similar le� ers were 
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wri� en and sent to known descendants of 
those buried in the Lambrecht Cemetery and to
descendants of the Lambrecht and Wachholtz 
families, many of their ancestors being buried 
in the Lambrecht Cemetery.

An arࢢcle appeared in the August 12, 2021 
issue of the Norfolk Daily News newspaper of 
Norfolk, Nebraska whose coverage area 
included Pierce County, Nebraska.  An arࢢcle 
also in the September 30, 2021 issue of the 
Pierce County Leader newspaper published in 
Pierce, Nebraska.  The campaign was successful.
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Approximately $18,000.00 was raised from these 43 individuals/groups of donors: 

In the Spring of 2022, Mr. Nordeen and 
his assistant becgan his work on the 
Lambrecht Cemetery Tombstone 

Restoraࢢon Project.  By the 
middle of the Summer of  2022, it was completed.  
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For now, a[er many years of talking about the issue of leaning and ࢢtling 
tombstones in the Lambrecht Cemetery, the Tombstone Restoraࢢon Project is 
complete.  However, the members of the Lambrecht Cemetery Associaࢢon know 
that there will be repairs and reseࢰ ng of tombstones to be performed in the 
future.  The donaࢢons received and not uࢢlized to pay for the services of Mr. 
Nordeen and his company, Monument Soluࢢons for this Project, have been set 
aside in a special account for future capital improvement projects for the 
Lambrecht Cemetery.  

We who have ancestors buried in the Lambrecht Cemetery can again say that we 
are proud that they are buried in such a beauࢢful, well-kept cemetery.


